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STATE  CONVENTION^ 
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Held  at  Harrisburg ,  on  the  25th  of  May ,  1831. 


Wednesday ,  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice,  given  by  the  Anti-Masonic  Central 
State  Committee  of  Pennsylvania,  Delegates  from  the  several  coun¬ 
ties  in  said  State,  assembled  at  the  Court  House,  in  the  Borough  of 
Harrisburg,  on  Wednesday  the  25th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1831. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLenegan  of  Lancaster,  the  meeting  was 
organized  by  the  election  of  the  Rev.  HORATIO  G.  JONES  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  Chairman ,  and  W.  W.  Irwin,  of  Pittsburg,  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  having  stated  the  objects  for  which  the  Convention 
was  called,— to  be  the  election  of  Delegates  to  feprekent  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  a  National  Anti-Masonic  Convention,  to  be 
held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  1831, 
and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  the  cause  of  Anti- 
Masonry  »may  require. 

It  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gest,  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved ,  That  a  list  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State  be  now 
called  over,  and  that  the  delegates  representing  said  counties,  appear 
and  present  their  credentials — 

Whereupon,  the  names  of  the  several  counties  were  called  in 
Alphabetical  order,  and  the  following  gentlemen  appeared,  pre¬ 
sented  their  credentials  and  took  their  seats  as  delegates,  viz  : — 

Adams-*- John  Wolford,  James  Cunningham,  John  L.  Guber- 
nator. 

Allegheny — David  Gilleland,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Andrei  Watson, 
George  Watson,  John  R.  Roseburg,-- 

Armstrong — W*.  W.  Gibson.'  f 

Bedford — W ml  Piper, 

Bradfo rd-~ Samuel  Strait. 

ifoc&s— Albeft  Smith.  '  \  <.< 

Chester — Samuel  Baldwin,  Owen  Stover,  James  Hutchinson, 
Samuel  Heister. 

Cumberland — Wni.  Line,  Levi  Markel,  Solomon  Whistler. 

Dauphin — Abraham  Bombaugh,  Isaac  Updegrove: 

Delaware — Job  Perkins. 

Franklin — Robert  Robinson,  William  Maxwell,  James  Dickey. 

Huntingdon — Moses  J.  Clark,  Henry  L.  McConnell,  Thomas  ' 
Johnston. 

Indiana — James  Gordon. 

Juniata — William  Sharon. 

Lancaster — Z.  McLenegan,  John  Caldwell,  J.  F.  Charles,  Jona¬ 
than  Owen,  Jacob  Erb. 


Lebanon — Daniel  fttroh,  James  Dell. 

Lehigh- William  Eckert,  Jesse  Grimm,  John  Weill  a. 

Luzerm — Nathan  Beach,  Henry  W.  Drinker. 

Lycoming — John  Borrows,  George  Bennett. 

Mercer — William  F.  Junkin. 

Mifflin — William  Culbertson. 

Montgomery — John  Kirk,  Jacob  Cassel,  Eli  P.  McGlathfery. 

Northumberland- — George  W.  Lathy,  William  A.  Lloyd. 

Philadelphia  City  fy  County — Horatio  G.  Jones,  Henry  Willis, 
Henry  Witmer,  John  Gest,  John  Clarke. 

Somerset  <$•  Cambria — John  Bell,  Henry  Chorpening,  John  Witt. 

Union — George  Aurand,  William  Harris. 

Washington — Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  G.  W.  Acheson. 

York-— Jonathan  Hough,  William  Nielson. 

It  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLenegan, 

Resolved ,  That  this  meeting  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
President,  two  Vice  Presidents  and  two  Secretaries,  as  officers  of 
the  Convention. 

Whereupon,  the  Convention  was  duly  organized  by  the  election 
of  Gen.  WM.  PIP^R,  of  Bedford,  President;  Samuel  Baldwin, 
Esq.  of  Chester,  and  Gen.  John  Borrows,  of  Lycoming,  Vice 
Presidents;  and  Wm.  W.  Irwin ,  of  Allegheny,  and  J.  F.  Charles , 
of  Lancaster,  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Lancaster: — 

Resoloed ,  That  the  Convention  be  opened  with  prayer. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  H.G.  Jones,  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace,  and  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the 
.  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

A  letter  addressed  by  the  Anti-Masonic  Committee  of  Erie 
county,  to  the  President  of  this  convention,  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLenegan,  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  report  the  business  proper  to  be  transacted  by  this 
Convention;  the  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  said 
Committee, — Zephaniah  McLenegan,  of  Lancaster,  John  Clarke,  of 
Philadelphia,  Job  Perkins,  of  Delaware,  Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  of 
Washington,  David  Gilleland,  Jr.  of  Allegheny,  Nathan  Beach,  of 
Luzerne,  and  Isaac  Heister,  of  Chester. 

The  following  report  from  George  W. Harris,  and  others  com¬ 
posing  the  Anti-Masonic  Central  Committee  of  the  State  was 
presented,  read,  and  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

To  the  President  of  the  AntPMcisonic  Convention . 

The  Central  Committee  appointed  by  the  Convention,  held  in 
'this  place,  in  February  1830,  respectfully  state  to  the  Convention, 
now  in  session,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  former 
Convention,  requiring  “the  Central  Committee,  to  ascertain  by 
correspondence  with  the  several  County  committees,  or  otherwise, 
the  various  offices,  held  by  members  of  the  masonic  Fraternity,  in 
this  State,  and  to  communicate,  through  the  Press,  the  result  of 
their  inquiries;’'*  they  addressed  letters  to  the  various  county  com¬ 
mittees,  appointed  at  that  Convention,  but  from  a  large  majority  of 
the  counties,  they  received  no  reply. — This  neglect,  may,  in  some 


measure,  be  attributed  to  the  haste  with  which  those  committee* 
were  selected;  and  we  would  therefore,  recommend  the  propriety 
of  appointing  no  individual,  a  member  of  a  committee,  who  has  not 
been  previously  consulted,  or  whose  favourable  sentiments  and 
willingness  to  serve,  are  not  satisfactorily  known* — From  the  cause 
above  stated,  the  Committee  were  not  enabled,  any  further  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  terms  of  the  Resolution. 

With  the  view  of  communicating  to  this  Convention,  and  through 
it  to  the  public,  the  most  authentic  information,  in  relation  to  the 
late  trials  of  the  Morgan  Conspirators  at  Lockport,  in  the  state  of 
Nevv-York,  the  committee  addressed  a  letter,  to  a  member  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  that  state,  requesting  a  full  statement  of 
those  trials,  with  other  information,  which  they  considered  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  cause  of  anti-masonry.  We  have  accordingly  received 
reports  of  the  trials  of  Elisha  Adams — of  General  Whitney  and 
others — and  of  Shepard  and  Maxwell;  and  also  the  report  of  U.e 
Special  Counsel,  Victor  Birdseye  Esq.  to  his  Excellency  Governor 
Throop. — From  this  report  it  appears,  that  no  doubt  any  longer 
exists,  as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of  Morgan — that  he  was  taken  into 
the  Niagara  River,  in  the  night,  about  the  19th  of  September  1826. 
and  there  sunk ;  but  that  there  is  no  ground  to  believe,  from  any 
information  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  counsel,  that 
there  is  now  alive,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States , 
any  one  except  Elisha  Adams,  who  was  present  at  his  death,  and 
as  to  Adams  such  belief  may  possibly  be  erroneous. 

The  committee  will  refer  to  one  fact  proven  on  the  trial  of  Shepard 
and  Maxwell,  by  the  testimony  of  Gen.  Barlow  and  Judge  Mitche 
as  forcibly  demonstrating  the  corrupting  influence  of  Masonry  upon 
the  minds  of  its  subjects,  viz:  that  the  forcible  abduction  of  Morgan, 
in  order  to  effect  the  suppression  of  his  Book,  was  connived  if 
not  directly  approved  of,  by  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  Lucius  Svni 
of  Batavia,  the  Town  in  which  Morgan  was  then  residing — and  i 
this  occurrence  happened  in  a  Royal  arch  chapter  held  in  that  ph  e. 
from  which,  in  conformity  with  Masonic  law,  all  of  the  Bretr  en 
were  studiously  excluded,  except  those,  bound  by  the  obligation  of 
that  degree.  The  same  testimony  also  establishes  the  fact,  thru 
this  nefarious  outrage  was  deliberated  upon,  in  at  least  two  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  in  the  western  part  of  New-York,  viz:  those  of 
Batavia  and  Rochester,  and  at  least  one  month  before  its  exec  ution. 

At  none  of  the  previous  Lockport  trials,  have  the  disclosures  with 
respect  to  Morgan’s  abduction  been  so  fully  made  under  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  judicial  evidence,  as  on  those,  reports  of  which  we  herewith 
submit  to  the  Convention.  W e  are  informed,  that  the  Fraternity  had 
prepared  for  these  trials  with  much  care  and  vigilance;  that  almost 
all  of  the  witnesses,  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
transaction,  had  taken  occasion  to  be  absent — James  L.  Barton  had 
gone  to  Ohio — Jeremiah  Brown  was  not  to  be  found— Ezekiel 
Jewrett,  it  was  understood,  had  visited  Canada; — and  others  whom, 
it  was  suspected,  would  be  subpoenied  by  the  public  prosecutor, 
were  ascertained  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  process  of  the  Court — 
and  that  the  attendance  of  Shed,  and  the  admission  of  Giddins’  tes¬ 
timony,  were  altogether  unexpected.  These  trials  as  evidencing 
the  extent  and  termination  of  the  conspiracy,  and  the  sacrifices 
winch  the  Fraternity  were  willing  to  make,  in  order  to  conceal  all 
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knowledge  of  this  flagrant  outrage  from  the  public,  are  as  we  con¬ 
ceive,  of  great  importance,  and  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
their  publication  in  pamphlet  form,  as  being  in  that  shape  more 
likely  to  be  preserved,  and  productive  of  more  extensive  benefit, 
than  if  confined  to  publication  in  newspapers. 

We  have  also  received,  and  herewith  submit  to  the  Convention, 
a  full  report  of  a  recent  trial,  at  the  Town  of  New  Berlin,  in  the 
county  of  Chenango,  in  the  same  state,  in  which  a  number  of  the 
obligations  and  ceremonies  ot  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  wer  &  judicially 
established,  on  the  testimony  of  respectable  witnesses,  one  of  whom 
was  the  Sheriff  of  that  county,  and  another  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
The  proceedings  of  this  last  trial,  the  committee  consider  as  pecu¬ 
liarly  worthy  of  careful  consideration,  and  of  general  dissemination. 

We  also  requested,  of  the  same  gentleman,  information  as  to  the 
description  of  the  persons,  known  to  have  been  concerned  in  the 
Morgan  outrage.  This  we  desired,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from 
the  public  mind,  the  impression  which  is  unceasingly  inculcated  by 
the  Fraternity,  that  these  conspirators  were  men  of  low  condition 
in  Society,  and  that,  therefore,  the  masonic  Institution,  is  not  fairly 
accountable  for  their  acts.  This  information,  we  regret  that  we 
have  not  been  enabled  to  procure;  but  we  are  assured,  that  being 
considered  an  important  subject,  it  will  be  prepared  for  submission 
to  the  National  Convention. 

As  somewhat  pertinent  to  the  occasion,  permit  us  to  remark,  that 
the  operations  of  our  party,  have  not  been  conducted  with  that 
degree  of  prudence,  which  is  proper  and  which  is  necessary  to 
eventual  success.  In  our  nomination  of  Candidates,  too  much  con¬ 
fidence  has  been  reposed  in  common  report.  Men  have  been 
nominated,  in  the  belief  that  they  were  not  masons,  but  without 
certainly  knowing  whether  they  were  so  or  not;  and  in  one  instance 
it  happened,  that  through  want  of  knowledge,  an  adhering  mason  was 
v placed  upon  our  ticket.— It  must  be  recollected,  that,  as  a  party,  we 
are  yet  in  our  infancy— that  every  step  we  take  is  watched  with  the 
closest  scrutiny,  and  that,  in  order  to  triumph  eventually,  it  is 
necessary  not  only  to  be  honest  in  our  views,  but  to  appear  so  to 
the  public — and  that  indiscretions  committed,  in  one  part  of  the 
State,  redound  to  the  prejudice  of  the  party  in  every  other — and  if 
prudence  and  vigilance  and  zeal  in  the  cause,  in  which  we  have 
embarked,  have  always  been  necessary,  they  are  especially  impor¬ 
tant  at  the  present  crisis,  when  the  highest  masonic  dignitary  in  the 
Union,  in  the  person  of  Edward  Livingston,  occupies  the  Chair  of 
State,  in  the  General  Government. 

The  Committee  in  conclusion,  congratulate  the  Convention,  that 
our  highly  respectable  and  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  the  Hon. 
Richard  Rush,  has  publicly  joined  our  standard,  and  in  his  inter¬ 
esting  letter  triumphantly  vindicated  the  principles  of  our  party; 
and  we  would  respectfully  recommend  an  expression  of  the  sense  of 
the  Convention  in  relation  to  this  desirable  event. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
George  Tf.  Harris  Aaron  Bombaugh 


Francis  Wyeth  John  A.  Wier 
Valentine  Hummel  Archibald  Ormc 
Lee  Montgomery  Philip  Fishburn 
John  Fox 


Anti-Masonic 
Central  State 
Committee. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Convention  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at 
3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

——00© — 

Wednesday ,  S  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to 
receive  contributions  from  the  Standing  Committees  of  each  county, 
for  the  purpose  of  printing  and  circulating  Pamphlets,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  public  on  subjects  connected  with  the  interests  of 
Anti-Masonry. 

The  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  an  Anti-masonic  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county  having  been  forwarded  to  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  were  read  and  approved  of. 

Mr.  McLenegan  from  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  busi¬ 
ness  proper  to  be  transacted  by  this  Convention,  reported  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  county,  here 
represented,  be  appointed  to  report  the  names  of  suitable  delegates 
to  be  selected  by  this  Convention,  to  represent  this  state,  in  the 
National  Convention  to  be  held  at  Baltimore  on  the  26th  September 
next:  and  also  to  report  the  names  of  seven  persons  in  each  county 
to  be  a  standing  committee  of  correspondence  and  vigilance  in  their 
respective  counties. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  report  an 
address  of  the  Convention,  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

3.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appoined  to  prepare  and 
report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  opinions  of  this  Convention,  on 
the  subject  of  freemasonry. 

4.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  report  ofi 
the  influence  of  masonry  over  the  public  Press. 

5.  Resolved ,  That  a  State  Committee  of  nine  be  appointed, — 
three  of  whom  shall  reside  at  Harrisburg,  and  the  remainder  in 
other  parts  of  the  state,  which  committee,  or  a  majority  thereof, 
shall  have  authority  to  call  state  conventions  when  deemed  neces¬ 
sary,  and  to  hold  correspondence  on  subjects  of  Anti-Masonry. 

6.  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
the  contingent  expenses  of  this  convention,  and  to  collect  funds 
amongst  the  members  of  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
such  expenses. 

7.  Resolved ,  That  the  committee  first  herein  mentioned,  be 
appointed  by  the  delegates  from  each  county;  and  that  all  the  other 
committees  herein  before  mentioned  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  this  convention. 

It  was  then  upon  motion  of  Mr.  McConnell,  of  Huntingdon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  resolutions  just  read  be  adopted — 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  on  the  respective 
committees. 

On  the  Is t  resolution ,  Messrs.  John  L.  Gubernator,  Andrew 
Watson,  Jr.,  Wm.  W.  Gibson,  Albert  Smith,  Wm.  Line,  James 
Hutchinson,  Isaac  Updegrove,  Job  Perkins,  James  Dickey,  Thomas 
Johnson,  James  Gordon,  Wm.  Sharon,  John  Caldwell,  George 
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Bennet,  James  Bell,  Nathan  Beach,  Win.  Eckert,  Jacob  Cassell, 
Wm.  Culbertson,  Wm.  F.  Junkin,  George  W.  Lathy,  Horatio  G. 
Jones,  John  Bell,  Wm.  L.  Harris,  Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  Jonathan 
Hough,  Samuel  Strait,  Jr. 

On  the  2c/.  resolution ,  Messrs.  John  R.  Roseburg,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Caldwell,  James  Gordon  and  Henry  Willis. 

On  the  3 d  resolution ,  Messrs.  John  Clarke,  Horatio  G.  Jones, 
Nathan  Beach,  H.  W.  Drinker  and  Samuel  Heister. 

On  the  4th  resolution ,  Z.  McLenegan,  John  Gest,  Benjamin  S. 
Stewart,  Job  Perkins  and  Henry  L.  McConnell. 

On  the  5th  resolution,  Joseph  Wallace,  William  Ayres,  and  John 
McCord,  of  Harrisburg,  John  R.  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  Henry 
Mertz,  of  Lehigh,  Z.  McLenegan,  of  Lancaster,  John  Borrows,  of 
Lycoming,  Benjamin  S.  Stewart,  of  Washington  and  John  R. 
Roseburg  of  Allegheny. 

On  the  6th  resolution,  Jonathan  Owen,  Henry  Witmer,  George 
Watson,  Abraham  Bombaugh,  and  Thomas  Johnson. 

Mr.  McLenegan,  ottered  the  following  resolution  which  was 
unamiously  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Convention  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the 
worth  and  talents  of  Richard  Rush;  and  a  deep  conviction  of  the 
services  rendered  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  his  exposi¬ 
tion  of  the  baneful  dominion  of  Masonry,  over  the  public  press,  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  republican  institutions  of  the 
country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved ,  That  each  Editor  of  an  Anti-Masonic  newspaper  in 
this  State,  be  requested  to  publish  weekly  or  monthly,  the  names  of 
the  members  composing  the  standing  committees  of  the  county  in 
which  said  paper  is  issued,  and  also  the  committees  of  adjoining 
counties  in  which  there  may  be  no  newspaper  published. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Watson  of  Allegheny  the  convention 
adjourned  to  meet  again  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o’clock. 

- O0©-— -- 

Thursday ,  9  o’clock ,  A,  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Jones. 

Mr.  Jones  from  the  committee  appoined  under  the  1st  resolution, 
reported  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention.  Read  and  adopted: 

Senatorial  Delegates — Harmar  Denny,  Roberts  Vaux. 

I,  2  &  3  Districts — John  Clarke,  John  R.  Jones,  Wm.  Grimshaw. 

4.  Samuel  Parke,  Owen  Stover,  George  Smith. 

5.  James  Paul. 

6.  Thomas  Elder. 

7.  Christian  Pretz,  Daniel  Rhoads. 

8.  William  Watts,  Samuel  Leidy. 

9.  Henry  W.  Drinker,  John  Borrows,  Samuel  J.  Packer. 

10.  Charles  Deal,  (of  Windsor.) 

II.  Jacob  Alter,  Jacob  Cassatt. 

12.  James  Milliken. 

13.  Charles  Ogle, 

14.  James  Tod. 


15.  Samuel  McKeehan. 

16.  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Joseph  Buffington. 

1 T.  John  Taylor. 

18.  Robert  Faulkner. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  committee  appointed  under 
the  3rd  resolution,  made  the  following  report;  which  was  read  and 
adopted: 

1.  Resolved ,  That  by  the  oaths  and  obligations  of  masonry,  its 
members  are  held  in  allegiance  to  an  unauthorised  government  and 
code  of  laws  foreign  and  alien  to  the  constitution  and  laws,  of  the 
United  States;  ana  are  bound  in  an  unfeeling  despotism  that  dis¬ 
qualifies  them  for  an  honest  discharge  of  many  of  their  duties  as 
citizens  and  officers  of  the  legitimate  government  of  their  country. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  while  the  devotees  of  masonry  continue  their 
obedience  to  the  oaths  and  laws  of  their  secret  order ;  while  they 
deem  any  of  its  obligations  binding  in  honour,  law,  or  conscience, 
they  cannot  receive  the  votes,  the  support  or  influence  of  the 
friends  of  equal  rights  and  anti-masonry,  for  any  office  whatever. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  political  character  of  masonry  is  established 
in  the  clearest  manner,  by  the  direct  testimony  of  numerous  masons 
of  the  highest  respectability  who  have  seceded  from  the  institution, 
and  of  some  who  continue  to  adhere  to  it;  and  is  fully  demonstrated 
by  the  oaths  of  several  degrees  of  the  order  whose  manifest  design 
is  to  direct,  and  whose  obvious  tendency  is  to  produce  a  preference 
to  be  given  to  masons  in  elections  and  appointments  to  office. 

4.  Resolved ,  That  anti-masonry  is  necessarily  political  ;  that 
without  attacking  masonry  by  means  of  the  Ballot  Box,  where  it  is 
entrenched  behind  the  political  patronage  and  power  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  all  efforts  to  destroy  its  usurpations  on  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  must  fail,  and  like  a  rebellion  suppressed, 
must  contribute  to  the  power  and  vigor  of  masonic  despotism. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  destroy  the  political  domination  of 
masonry,  it  is  necessary  to  deprive  the  institution  of  adherents  and 
supporters  of  every  kind,  whether  bound  by  its  oaths  or  not,  ther 
injury  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  people,  being  the  same,  whether  the 
usurped  dominion  of  masonry  be  promoted  and  sustained  bv  the 
machinations,  votes  and  influence  of  oath-bound  members,  of  in¬ 
terested  agents  and  dependents,  or  of  timid  and  compliant  professors 
of  neutrality. 

6.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  Anti-Masons 
throughout  the  Union,  the  propriety  of  opposing  politically,  all  adhe¬ 
rents  to  or  advocates  of  secret  associations. 

7.  Resolved ,  That  the  whole  history  of  masonry,  and  of  the 
country  for  the  last  25  years,  and  especially  the  last  four  years 
demonstrates  the  servility  and  the  subserviency  of  the  public  Press, 
either  from  fear  of,  or  from  favour  to,  the  masonic  institution,  and  it 
is  therefore  required  of  all  advocates  of  freedom  and  anti-masonrv, 
to  support  and  patronize  no  other  newspapers  than  those  which 
fearlessly  maintain  the  rights  of  the  people,  uninfluenced  by  the 
acts  and  unawed  by  the  threats  of  masonic  rulers,  their  adherents 
and  dependents. 

8.  Resolved,  That  as  masonry  professes  to  be  a  religious  institu¬ 
tion,  and  has,  presiding  over  its  mysteries,  its  sceptred  Monarchs. 


8. 


aiid  mitred  High  Priests,  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  Union  of  Church 
and  State,  and  as  presenting  by  its  precepts  and  example,  principles 
at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  dangerous  to  our 
youth,  and  when  initiated,  subversive  of  both  the  religion  and  the 
civil  liberty  which  it  designs  to  unite. 

9.  Resolved ,  That  much  of  the  history  of  iriasonr y,  and  especially 
of  the  late  trials  in  the  state  of  New  York,  shows  its  dangerous  in¬ 
fluence  in  poisoning  the  fountains  of  justice;  affecting  sheriffs  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  juries  and  judges  in  their  impartiality, 
and  witnesses  in  the  sacred  obedience  to  their  oaths. 

Mr.  McLenegan,  of  Lancaster,  chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  under  the  4th  resolution,  made  the  following  report; 
which  was  read  and  adopted. 

To  an  American  citizen,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  Union,  is  a  privilege  of  inestimable  value. 
The  advocates  of  free  institutions  must  have  experienced  an  un¬ 
speakable  triumph,  on  their  success  in  establishing  a  principle 
fraught  with  such  benefits  to  the  humatl  race.  It  was  then  the 
maxim  that  ‘‘Intelligence  is  the  life  of  Liberty”  was  placed  on  a 
solid  basis;  and  that  the  axiom  may  be  fully  appreciated,  ought  to 
be  the  desire  of  every  American  bosom:  for  on  this  foundation  may 
be  erected  in.  the  nation,  a  temple  of  glory  and  strength,  which  the 
arts  of  the  demagogue,  or  the  combinations  of  the  wicked  cannot 
overthrow. 

On  almost  every  subject  the  freedom  of  the  press  has  been  busy, 
and  what  is  the  result?  Information  is  spread,  the  ignorant  have 
been  enlightened;  and  man  is  no  longer  left  to  grope  his  way  in 
barbarous  stupidity.  A  gleam  of  light  breaks  around  his  mind, 
and  dispels  illusion;  and  he  is  enabled  to  search  for  the  hidden 
things  of  art  and  science,  or  to  explore  the  wonders  of  creation, 
and  to  speculate  upon  the  mysteries  of  Providence.  The  press  has 
thus  advanced  man  in  the  scale  of  moral  being,  by  freely  can¬ 
vassing  subjects,  a  knowledge  of  which  enables  him  to  take  his  rank 
in  the  intellectual  world.  Mechanics,  Literature,  Philosophy, 
History,  Poetry,  Agriculture,  and  in  short,  all  the  arts  and  sciences, 
are  themes  on  which  the  press  has  not  failed  to  shew  its  talent  and 
its  power.  In  this  country  it  may  be  compared  to  a  moral  lever  by 
which  the  world  of  mind  may  be  moved;  for  questions  of  policy  and 
expediency  in  the  administration  of  the  government  occur  continu¬ 
ally;  and  without  the  perfect  liberty  of  the  press,  public  sentiment 
could  not  be  ascertained,  or  directed  by  the  government  in  any 
particular  channel.  Here  political  affairs  are  publicly  discussed; 
and  the  President  high  as  his  station  is,  must  submit  to  a  scrutiny 
of  his  official  acts,  as  close  as  would  be  used  in  regard  to  the  people’s 
humblest  servant. 

Is  there  any  exception  to  this  rule  of  free  discussion  by  the  press? 
Yes. — There,  would  be  no  cause  of  complaint,  if  there  was  notone 
foul  blot  upon  the  face  of  this  otherwise  fair  Palladium. 

Masonry  arrogates  to  herself  pretensions  so  lofty,  that  her  evil 
deeds  must  be  hid  from  sight,  and  are  not  to  be  exposed  to  the  public 
gaze.  Of  her  good  deeds,  if  any  exist,  she  voluntarily  becomes  her 
own  trumpeter.  She  will  not  consent  to  be  searched,  but  like  a 
pirate  under  false  colours,  holds  on  her  way,  alike  regardless  of 
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public  opinion,  and  of  her  own  character.  She  cares  not  for  asper¬ 
sions.  Charge  after  charge  of  the  most  appalling  nature  has  been 
proved  against  her,  yet  she  replies  not  to  Her  accusers,  save  in  the 
language  of  vituperation.  She  does  not  palliate,  but  sometimes 
denies;  and  yet  in  denying  does  not  disprove  the  allegations  made 
against  her.  She  is  often  silent,  or  retorts  by  evading  the  argu¬ 
ment;  but  never  tails  to  attempt  raising  the  dust  in  order  to  blind 
the  vision  of  her  pursuers.  She  presses  into  her  service  the  names 
or  the  distinguished  living,  and  the  memory  of  the  venerated  dead, 
and  thereby  hopes  to  avert  the  impending  storm;  never  once  remem¬ 
bering  that  their  names  made  her  strong  as  she  is,  while  the  renown 
they  had  acquired  was  not  of  her  bestowment. 

Even  Christianity  sacred  as  the  subject  is,  has  in  all  ages  been 
subjected  to  a  free  and  scrutinizing  discussion  before  the  world, 
anu  its  enemies  have  only  proved  how  firmly  based  it  is  on  the  pillar 
of  truth;  but  masonry  claims  a  superior  sanctity,  and  that  which 
concerns  her  must  not  be  touched.  Is  this  coyness  the  effect  of 
her  arrtfgance,  or  is  it  the  result  of  timidity?  Doubtless  fear  causes 
her  to  shrink  from  exposure,  lest  detection  and  punishment  might 
overwhelm  her  tor  deeds  of  darkness  committed  in  secret.  Truth 
and  honesty  never  feared  to  meet  inquiry,  hence  the  inference  is 
fair,  that  they  do  not  claim  kindred  with  masonry. 

It  seems  a  work  of  supererogation  to  resort  to  particular  cases  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  allegations  now  made;  but  lest  some  sceptic 
should  oppose  a  doubt,  it  will  be  fair  to  let  facts  speak. 

All  remember  the  cases  of  Fauntlerov,  the  bank-robber;  of 
Beauchamp  the  murderer;  of  Porter  and  Wilson,  the  mail  robbers; 
ol  Gibbs  the  Pirate;  and  of  the  murderers  of  White,  at  Salem.  On 
these  the  press  was  as  loquacious  and  as  fearless  in  exposure,  as 
could  he  desired.  All  the  circumstances  of  each  case  were  mi¬ 
nutely  detailed,  and  the  public,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  were 
informed  of  them  in  due  time  Here  the  press  was  free  as  moun¬ 
tain  air.  It  then  spoke  trumpet-tongued,  its  deep  condemnation  of 
iniquity.  But  mark  the  contrast! 

Not  one  of  the  very  extraordinary  circumstances  which  preceded, 
accompanied,  and  followed  the  atrocious  abduction  and  murder  of 
William  Morgan,  was  ever  published  by  the  newspapers  of  the 
country  excepting  those  which  owed  their  origin  to  that  abduction' 
&nd  murder.  Yet  of  all  other  topics,  no  matter  how  trivial,  the 
newspapers,  especially  during  a  dearth  of  foreign  news,  never  fail1 
to  give  a  ready  currency. 

The  upsetting  of  a  post-coach;  the  unroofing  ol  a  barn  by  a  storm 
ot  wind;  the  firing  of  a  house  by  lightning,  or  by  an  incendiary; 
the  death  of  a  stage-horse  from  the  heat  of  the  weather;  the  robbery 
ol  a  store;  murders  of  all  kinds;  (masonic  only  excepted,)  are  most 
carefully  chronicled  by  the  daily  and  weekly  journalists  in  town 
andcity.  But  no  word  is  suffered  by  these  pompously  styled  “gen- 
tinels  of  liberty 95  to  intimate  to  their  readers  the  fact  of  the  most 
extensive,  long  continued,  and  deeply  laid  combination  of  villainy 
and  murder,  that  ever  blackened  the  annals  of  any  nation. 

Many  Ol  the  particulars  attending  the  trials  of  the  Morgan  con- 
spnatois  were  of  a  most  unusual  kind,  and  extraordinary  nature: 
>et  wete  they  never  noticed  by  the  public  press  except  in  the  feu/ 
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papers  established  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  masonry.  It  jnay  be 
proper  to  refer  to  some  of  these  particulars. 

When  the  public  feeling  was  first  astounded  at  the  news  of  the 
kidnapping  of  Morgan,  three  persons,  all  of  high  masonic  standing, 
Cheesebro’,  Lawson,  and  Sawyer,  on  being  indicted  for  the  offence, 
pleaded  guilty,  with  the  hope  of  hushing  further  inquiry;  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court.  But  the  masonic  newspapers 
were  wholly  silent. 

One  of  the  distinguished  conspirators  against  the  liberty  and  life 
of  Captain  Morgan,  was  Eli  Bruce,  Sheriff  of  Niagara  County;  who 
for  his  eminent  services  to  the  Royal  Craft  in  the  Morgan  outrage 
of  September  1826,  was,  in  the  month  of  December  following, 
appointed  Grand  Scribe  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Holy-royal-arch- 
masons.  This  man  in  1827,  refused  to  give  testimony  before  a 
grand  jury  convened  to  inquire  into  the  crimes  alleged  against  the 
Morgan  conspirators.  In  1829  when  called  upon  by  a  brother 
mason,  John  Whitney,  then  on  trial,  he  voluntarily  testified  much 
of  what  he  knew  of  the  case.  In  June  1830,  when  produced  in 
Court  as  a  witness  for  the  people,  on  the  trial  of  Ezekiel  Jewett,  at 
Lockport,  he  utterly  refused  to  be  sworn  as  a  witness,  and  cheer¬ 
fully  submitted  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  the  contempt.  In 
1831  when  again  called  to  testify  in  the  case  of  Elisha  Adams,  he 
agreed  to  do  so,  and  gave  his  testimony  freely; — though  how  far 
candidly,  is  best  known  to  himself.  But  in  all  this  curious,  winding- 
course  of  the  Grand  Scribe  and  Sheriff,  not  a  word  was  ever  said 
in  any  newspaper,  other  than  the  independent  anti-masonic  papers. 

At  the  Lockport  trials  in  June,  1830,  a  witness  for  the  people, 
(Orasmus  Turner,)  refused  to  answer  certain  questions,  alleging 
that  by  answering,  they  might  criminate  himself.  So  far,  the  case 
Was  not  without  parallels:  as  it  sometimes  happens, that  witnesses  in 
other  cases,  decline  answering  certain  questions  for  similar  reasons. 
But  after  argument  and  deliberation,,  the  Court,  in  the  Lockport 
case,  decided  that  the  excuse  of  the  witness,  Turner,  was  merely 
feigned,  and  for  his  contempt  in  not  answering,  fined  him  $250, 
and  imprisoned  him  for  90  days.  This  part  of  the  occurrence  was 
most  singular  and  extraordinary.  The  fact  was  equally  extraor¬ 
dinary  whether  the  Court  was  right  or  wrong.  It  was  one  which 
scarcely  happens  twice  in  a  generation,  in  a  whole  country.  No 
member  of  this  Committee  remembers  ever  to  have  heard  of  another 
such  an  event  in  this,  or  any  other  state  of  the  Union.  Yet  it  was 
never  mentioned  in  any  but  a  very  few  papers  of  the  country;  and 
then  in  the  most  slight  and  cursory  manner,  except  in  those  papers, 
conducted  by  anti-masons. 

The  fact,  that  so  few  newspapers,  in  anyway,  published  the 
imprisonment  and  fining  of  the  contumacious  masonic  witnesses  at 
Lockport,  in  June  1830,  is  the  more  extraordinary,  because  all  the 
conductors  of  presses  tn  the  country,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of 
watching  the  proceedings  of  Courts  of  justice,  in  order  to  place 
something  new  or  interesting  before  their  subscibers  and  the  public. 

The  degrading  servility  of  the  public  press,  generally,  to  the 
tyranny  of  masonry,  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  another  fact.-— 
Although  numbers  of  masons  have  been  convicted  on  full  and  fail- 
trials  in  courts  of  justice,  for  participating  in  the  Morgan  outrage, 
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and  have  been  sentenced  accordingly;  altho’  three  leading  and  high 
masons,  (Cheesebro’  Lawson  and  Sawyer)  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
indictments  against  them  for  the  offence  and  received  tneir  sentence 
of  imprisonment;  yet  no  one  of  them,  not  a  single  man  who  was  in  any 
manner  concerned  in  the  abduction,  or  in  the  murder  of  Morgan, 
was  ever  censured  or  expelled  by  any  lodge ,  chapter  or  encampment  in 
the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  several  of  them  like  Eli  Bruce, 
were  promoted  to  the  highest  masonic  dignities  and  mock  titles,  for 
their  activity  and  zeal  in  the  tragedy  of  Morgan.  But  startling  as 
this  fact  is;  implicating  the  entire  society;  and  demonstrating  as  it 
does,  the  guilty  and  bloody  character  of  the  whole  institution;  it  has 
never  been  published  or  even  alluded  to,  in  any  newspaper  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  exception  of  those  that  are  avowedly  anti- 
masonic. 

When  the  imprisonment  of  Turner  before  mentioned  had  expired, 
he  was  conducted  from  the  jail  in  a  coach  and  four,  with  a  long 
procession  of  his  masonic  brethren;  altho’  Judge  Nelson,  by  wrhom 
he  had  been  punished  for  the  contempt, was  not  an  anti-mason,  buc 
either  a  mason,  or  an  admirer  of  the  craft.  Again,  at  the  trial  of 
Elisha  Adams  in  March,  1831,  eleven  of  his  jurors  were  clearly 
convinced  of  his  guilt;  but  one  named  Wilson,  a  master-mason, 
held  out  for  several  days,  till  the  Court  were  compelled  to  discharge 
the  jury.  And  at  the  trial  of  P.  Whitney,  Beach,  Chubbuck, 
Shaw,  and  Miller,  all  royal  arch  masons,  immediately  afterwards, 
eleven  other  jurors  were  satisfied  of  the  guilt  of  three  of  the  de¬ 
fendants;  but  one  juror  named  Beissel,  also  a  royal  arch  mason, 
acting  upon  his  masonic  oaths,  refused  to  concur,  and  the  jury  were 
likewise  discharged  by  the  court.  Yet  none  of  these  ominous  facts, 
so  indicative  of  the  sworn  duty  of  masons,  “to  help  each  other  in 
difficulty,  whether  right  or  wrong,”  were  published  to  the  world  by 
the  presses  servilely  devoted  to  the  order :  but  all  was  kept  by 
them  in  the  most  profound  silence;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
activity  and  zeal  of  the  free  presses  opposed  to  masonry,  the  public 
would  never  have  known  that  these  trials  had  occurred. 

A  few  years  ago,  on  a  trial  for  murder  in  Philadelphia,  a  juror 
who  belonged  to  the  society  of  Friends,  refused  from  conscientious 
scruples  to  be  qualified,  or  to  sit  as  a  juror  in  the  case.  For  the 
alleged  contempt,  he  was  imprisoned  for  a  short  time,  by  sentence 
of  the  court.  This  circumstance,  from  its  novelty,  was  published 
in  every  newspaper  in  Pennsylvania,  without  perhaps,  a  single 
exception.  Some  of  the  editors  censured  the  decision  of  the  court, 
others  approved  of  it:  but  all  of  them  published  the  fact  as  an  inter¬ 
esting  item  of  news.  Such  is  the  talkative  freedom  of  the  press, 
in  every  matter  where  masonry  is  not  involved. 

What  a  contrast!  Editors  that  are  as  garrulous  as  magpies,  on 
common  matters, become  suddenly,  whenever  masonry  is  concerned, 
as  silent  and  secret  as  the  grave. 

What  is  the  cause  of  this  sleeping  of  the  boasted  ‘Sentinels  of 
liberty,’  whenever  masonry  is  in  question,  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  acts  of  atrocity  of  the  order?  Who  is  there  in  the  nation  so 
ignorant,  as  not  to  know  the  cause?  It  is  glaring  as  if  written  in 
sunbeams.  It  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  half  the  editors  of  the 
presses  in  the  United  States  are  masons,  sworn  to  protect  and 


•assist  the  combination;  and  that  far  the  greater  part  of  the  other 
half,  are  either  from  fear  or  from  favour  chained  to  the  footstool  of 
the  lloyal  and  aristocratic  order. 

How  is  this  grievance  to  be  redressed?  Only  by  putting  in  force 
and  practice  the  language  and  sentiment  of  the  excellent  constitu¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania. — “The  printing  presses  shall  be  free. — The 
free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable 
rights  of  man,  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and  plant, 
on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.” — 
Here  is  our  authority  for  condemning  the  sycophancy  and  criminal 
inertness  of  those  who  would  be  called 4 watchmen  on  the  watchtower 
of  liberty. 9  Let  the  trammelled  press  be  taught  to  know  that  the 
constitution  of  the  Union,  and  that  of  our  own  Commonwealth,  are 
not  dead  letters. 

Is  the  power  of  masonry  feared?  Are  men  so  recreant  to  them¬ 
selves  and  their  country,  that  the  dread  of  losing  the  favour  and 
protection  of  those  in  authority,  prevents  them  from  expressing 
their  opinions  in  relation  to  the  evils  of  masonry? — But  why  fear 
masonry:  She  is  powerless,  if  the  people  will  it.  She  once  pro¬ 
claimed  her  influence  to  be  so  great,  that  the  world  in  arms  could 
not  impede  its  progress.  She  now  speaks,  not  in  the  triumphal 
shout,  but  in  the  tone  of  supplication.  She  is  shorn  of  her  beams; 
and  if  Americans  are  true  to  themselves,  she  will  continue  to  sink, 
until  all  men  are  placed  on  an  equality;  and  the  rights  of  the  whole 
people  are  respected.  Anti-masonry  after  fleeing  for  a  century 
before  her  pursuers,  now  turns  and  keeps  them  at  bay.  Light  is 
bursting  around  the  public  mind;  not  the  candle  light  of  masonry, 
but  the  sunshine  of  truth  and  -sober  reason.  Men  are  beginning 
to  see  how  long  the  press  has  been  bound  by  a  charm  and  are  now 
supporting  free  presses  of  their  own.  Pennsylvania  now  has  up¬ 
wards  of  fifty,  and  the  number  is  fast  increasing. 

What  remains  then  to  be  done?  Keep  the  press  free,. — Support 
free  presses  and  no  others.  Should  we  help  the  combination,  when 
reason,  truth  and  justice,  mingle  their  common  supplications  to  us 
for  aid  against  it?  Do  masons  support  anti-masonic  presses?  No.- 
Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing.  The  country  expects  every  freeman 
to  be  alive  to  his  duty. 

The  Committee  in  conclusion,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  the  freedom  of 
the  press  should  be  kept  inviolate;  and  that  editors  who  conceal  the 
truth  relative  to  the  disclosure  of  masonry  are  faithless  sentinels; 
and  are  unworthy  of  the  support  of  freemen. 

Mr.  Roseburgh,  of  Allegheny,  chairman  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  under  the  2nd  resolution,  reported  an  address  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania.  Read  and  adopted. 

( See  Address  in  conclusion •) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved ,  That  the  state  committee  be  instructed  to  take  measures 
to  have  county  committees  elected  or  appointed,  in  the  different 
counties,  in  which  no  committees  have  been  appointed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  State  committee  be  authorised  to  have  5000 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  published  .for  distribu- 


t-iou,  in  the  ratio  of  the  Congressional  representation  of  Penn  a. , 
2000  of  which  shall  be  in  the  English,  and  5000  in  the  German 
language. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Watson,  of  Allegheny, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at 

2  oxtock  this  afternoon,  and  thereupon  the  Convention  adjourned. 

■ - 

Thursday ,  2  o'clock ,  F.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved ,  That  should  any  vacancy  occur  in  the  State  committee, 
the  committee  of  vigilance  of  the  county  in  which  such  vacancy 
occurs  shall  have  power  to  fill  the  same;  and  that  the  county  com¬ 
mittee  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  their 
number. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Bucks, 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  all  Judges  and  Officers  of  our  courts,  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace, to  publicly  declare  whether  they  have  taken  any  obligations, 
and  if  any,  what;  to  support  or  adhere  to  any  association  not  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Laws  of  the  commonwealth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Allegheny, 

Resolved ,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  national  Anti- 
niasonic  convention  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  26th 
day  of  September  next,  the  propriety  of  inquiring  whether  the 
patronage  of  the  General  Post  Office  department  has  been  made 
subservient  to  the  Masonic  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McConnel,  of  Huntingdon, 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  Anti-masonic  party  require  the  delegates  ap¬ 
pointed  to  represent  Pennsylvania  in  the  national  Anti-masonic 
convention  to  be  held  at  Baltimore  in  September  next,  to  abstain 
from  suggesting  or  supporting  in  any  way,  the  nomination  of  any 
individual  for  tlie  office  of  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  U. 
States  who  is  not  known  to  coincide  in  the  views,  of  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party  as  expressed  by  this  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Allegheny, 

Resolved ,  That  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  convention  be 
appended  to  the  Address  and  published  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Bucks. 

Resolved ,  That  the  President,  Vice  Piesidents  and  Secretaries, 
sign  the  proceeding  of  this  convention,  and  that  the  Editors  of 
the  Anti-masonic  papers  of  this  state,  and  all  others  friendly  to 
free  inquiry,  be  requested  to  publish  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  presented  to  the 
commissioners  and  citizens  of  Danphin  county,  for  the  facilities 
which  they  have  afforded  to  its  accommodation  and  convenience* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  of  Somerset, 

Resolved ,  That  the  correct  and  impartial  manner  in  which  the 
President  and  officers  of  this  convention  have  performed  their 
respective  duties  deverves  and  receives  the  thanks  of  the  con¬ 
tention. 
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The  convention  was  then  addressed  in  a  brief,  forcible,  and 
eloquent  manner  by  Genl.  John  Borrows,  of  Lycoming,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents. 

After  which  upon  motion  of  Mr,  Perkins,  of  Delaware, 
Resolved ,  That  this  convention  do  now  adjourn. 

And  thereupon  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

WILLIAM  PIPER,  President. 
Samuel  Baldwin,  ?  y.  pna,ts  * 
John  Borrows,  ) 

W.  W.  Irwin ,  }  0  ,  . 

J.  F.  Charles,  $  Secretaries. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

The  subject  of  Free  Masonry  has  at  length  received  that  atten¬ 
tion  that  its  importance  demands.  The  people — the  free  and 
untrammelled  of  the  country — are  now  fairly  aroused  to  a  proper 
sense  of  the  magnitude  of  an  evil  that  has  so  long  existed  among 
them  unmolested,  and  almost  unsuspected.  In  what  this  evil  con¬ 
sists  has  been  repeatedly  laid  before  the  American  people,  and 
before  the  world.  Its  universal  presence  and  interference  in  the 
transactions  of  common  and  everyday  occurrence;  its  mischievous 
and  poisonous  influence  in  the  administration  of  justice;  and  its 
malignant,  persecuting,  and  murderous  spirit  towards  the  objects 
of  its  enmity  are  matters  of  general  notoriety.  These  results  of 
Masonry  having  been  clearly  and  fully  exposed,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  direct  your  attention  at  this  time  more  particularly  to  the  subject 
of  Anti-masonry.  An  exposition  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  future 
prospects  of  our  party  in  this  state  may  therefore  now  not  be  un¬ 
acceptable. 

An  impartial  review'  of  the  progress  of  Anti-masonry  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  during  the  past  year  is  well  calculated  to  call  forth  the 
grateful  thanks  of  freemen  to  a  merciful  Providence,  for  the  all-wise 
guidance  of  their  dearest  interests  through  a  highly  critical  season. 
Such  a  retrospect  should  also  incite  to  renewed  exertions,  and  to  a 
determination  to  persevere  in  the  present  glorious  struggle, till  the 
land  be  wholly  cleansed  from  the  foul  disease  which  has  so  long 
been  enervating,  and  vitiating  its  republican  institutions — debasing 
the  morals  of  society — and  poisoning  the  purest  and  holiest  feelings 
which  bind  man  to  man,  or  connect  man  with  his  Creator  God. 

That  Anti -masons  may  be  enabled  to  persevere  zealously  and 
untiringly  in  their  exertions  to  accomplish  their  high  purpose,  it  is 
necessary  that  they  bear  constantly  in  mind  the  whole  object  they 
have  in  view.  That  object  is  not  a  selfish  one.  It  is  not  their 
desire  to  benefit  themselves  alone  by  the  destruction  of  Masonry, 
with  its  host  of  attendant  evils;  they  wish  also  to  dash  from  the  lips 
of  their  misguided  brethren  the  inebriating  bowl,  which  renders 
them  blind  to  their  own  danger,  and  regardless  of  the  ruin  they 
entail  on  their  country.  They  strive  not  only  to  remove  from  the 
pathway  of  their  own  children  the  stumbling  block,  over  which  so 
many  of  the  present  generation  have  fallen,  but  their  wish  is  that 
the  children  of  Masons,  as  well  as  their  own  sons— that  the  whole 
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rising  generation, — may  grow  up  “redeemed,  regenerated,  and 
disenthralled.” 

The  political  year  that  has  just  closed  was  one  of  peculiar  inter- 
est.  It  formed  the  great  crisis  of  Anti-masonry  in  this  state.  The 
commencement,  the  progress,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  contest  of 
the  preceding  campaign  of  1829,  were  different  from  any  thing 
which  had  yet  occurred  in  the  young  annals  of  the  party,  or  indeed 
of  any  party;  and  left  us  in  a  situation  of  much  triumph,  but  at  the 
same  time  of  great  difficulty.  The  great  problem  to  be  solved,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  just  ended  was,  whether  Anti¬ 
masonry  could  maintain  the  ground  it  had  so  rapidly  gained  or 
whether  its  advance  was  premature,  and  would  be  followed  by 
retreat.  A  brief  consideration  of  its  course  up  to  the  time  just 
mentioned  may  here  not  be  unprofitable. 

In  New-York,  the  Anti-masonic  party,  as  a  political  body  of 
men,  were  at  first  slowly  organized.  Tlio’  they  had  before  them 
individually,  all  the  details  as  far  as  they  were  developed,  of  that 
dark  transaction,  which  has  since  formed  the  leading  word  of  our 
party,  they  had  them  connected  with  personal  and  local  feelings,  and 
prejudices.  They  were  obliged  to  array  themselves  under  many 
disadvantages.  They  were  entirely  a  new  party.  There  was  not 
one  solitary  parallel  case  to  be  found  in  the  whole  range  of  History, 
to  which  they  might  point  each  other  for  encouragement.  The  first 
days  of  their  existence,  as  a  party,  were  to  be  forced  through  times 
of  high  political  excitement,  men’s  minds  were  then  taken  up  with 
other  objects,  and  the  “Western  excitement,”  either  only  served 
as  an  occasional  topic  of  mirthful  relaxation  from  the  fierce  encoun¬ 
ters  of  the  Presidential  campaign,  or  was  entirely  unnoticed  by 
those  who,  having  foresight  enough  to  fear  the  powers  of  the  giant, 
from  the  proportions  of  the  nursling,  were  interested  to  stifle  it  in 
the  cradle.  The  first  trials  of  their  strength  were  far  from  being 
successful,  or  even  promising;  and  nothing  but  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  virtue  and  freedom  could  have  supported  them  through  the 
gloomy  morn  of  Anti-masonry.  Heaven,  however,  was  with  them, 
and  their  course  tho’  slow,  has  been  sure.  They  have  never  receded 
an  inch  from  ground  once  gained. 

In  Pennsylvania,  though  equally  successful,  the  course  of  Anti¬ 
masonry,  has  been  altogether  different.  She  first  received  the 
sacred  trust  from  her  elder  sister  in  the  spring  of  1828.  The  whole 
scope,  and  principles  of  the  cause  were  made  known  to  her  at  once. 
The  party  was  organized  politically,  and  its  principles  brought  to 
the  test  of  the  ballot-box  without  delay ;  and  in  the  fall  of  1829  its 
friends  were  astonished,  and  its  enemies  confounded  bv  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  more  than  50,000  freemen  in  favour  of  the  Anti -in  a  sonic 
gubernatorial  candidate. 

Many  providential  circumstances  concurred  to  produce  this 
favourable  result,  among  which  may  be  enumerated  the  fitness  of 
the  season  when  Anti-masonry  first  became  known  in  this  state; 
the  prompt  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  into  action,  and  the 
subject  on  which  it  was  first  brought  to  bear. 

When  opposition  to  secret,  irresponsible  societies  first  became 
the  creed  and  object  of  a  body  of  men  in  this  state,  the  juncture  was 
peculiarly  favourable  to  the  formation  of  a  new  party.  The  prin- 


eiples  of  Anti-masonry  were  declared  to  us  only  a  few  months  pre¬ 
viously  to  the  conclusion  of  the  late  Presidential  contest:  and 
though  the  great  body  of  our  citizens  were  then  too  much  occupied 
with  the  concerns  of  that  all-engrossing  subject,  to  pay  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  new  doctrine,  yet  there  were  among  men  who  had  long 
been  watching  the  baneful  influence  of  masonry.  *  They  answered 
to  the  alarm  from  New  York  with  alacrijty,  and  sometime  before  the 
close  of  the  Presidential  contest  quietly  prepared  the  way  for  the 
dissemination  of  the  principles  of  Anti-masonry,  by  distributing 
pamphlets,  and  establishing  a  few  free  presses.  By  these  wise 
means,  when  the  public  had  leisure  to  investigate  the  subject,  the 
materials  were  at  hand.  Accordingly,  when  the  Presidential  elec¬ 
tion  was  succeeded  by  that  calm  which  follows  every  storm,  the 
freemen  of  Pennsylvania  entered  upon  the  subject  in  earnest,  and 
with  the  spirit  of  honest  searchers  after  truth.  They  then  for  the 
first  time  beheld  the  whole  deformity  of  masonry.  They  had  long 
seen  the  tracks  of  an  unknown  monster  on  the  holy  ground  of  their 
republicanism:  their  old  party  lines  had  become  trodden  down  and 
defaced;  while  the  perpetrator  of  these  inroads  as  yet  had  been 
invisible  and  intangible;  but  nmo,  all  was  clear  before  them.  The 
monster  himself  became  visible,  and  having  been  orice  seen,  his 
footsteps  could  never  be  forgotten. 

The  manner  in  which  anti-masonry  was  brought  into  action,  added 
much  to  the  success  of  the  cause.  No  time  was  uselessly  thrown 
away  in  endeavoring  to  talk  or  write  masonry  out  of  favour  with  the 
public.  This  was  known  to  be  futile.  Masonry  was  seen  to  be 
political  in  all  its  features  and  bearings,  hence,  anti-masonrv  be  ¬ 
came  political  also.  Nearly  all  the  offices  of  trust,  power  or  profit 
in  the  state,  were  found  to  be  in  the  hands  of  masons,  and  the  reso¬ 
lution  was  at  once  taken,  to  bring  masonry  to  the  ballot  box,  as  the 
only  means  of  ascertaining  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 
Every  man  who  was  a  mason,  or  a  supporter  of  the  institution,  was 
opposed,  and  no  man  supported  for  office  by  the  anti-masonic  party 
who  was  not  a  known  and  decided  member  of  their  body. 

The  subject,  also,  on  which  the  first  energies  of  the  young  party 
were  made  to  act,  is  always  in  this  state  one  of  peculiar  interest. 
Owing  to  the  vast  patronage  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  the  Governor's 
election  never  fails  to  call  out  all  the  votes  of  the  state,  and  to 
marshal  forth  every  party  that  have  the  least  pretensions  to  success 
in  that  important  contest.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  especial  re¬ 
mark,  that  notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of  this  election, 
and  the  bitter  contest  between  nearly  equally  matched  parties  that 
at  other  times  marked  its  trienial  return,  there  were  only  two  can¬ 
didates  in  the  field  in  1829*  The  whole  united  force  of  all  the  old, 
discordant  and  powerful  parties  of  the  state  were  drawn  out  to 
oppose  the  Anti-masonic  candidate,  nominated  by  a  slender  delega¬ 
tion  from  hardly  a  dozen  counties.  This  fact,  while  it  demonstrates 
the  power  of  masonry  to  reconcile  for  her  own  purposes  such  jar¬ 
ring  materials,  forever  stamps  the  institution  as  a  mere  political 
engine. 

Anti-Masonry  having  thus  become  rapidly  and  surprisingly  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  past  year  was  commenced,  as  before  remarked,  with 
much  cause  for  triumph,  but  at  the  same  time  under  circumstances 


of  great  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  The  party  was  new,  and 
not  perfectly  organized,  and  consisted  almost  exclusively  of  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  country.  They  were  the  honest  farmers  of  the  land — 
men,  who  when  they  do  attend  an  election,  generally  vote  con¬ 
scientiously,  but  who  do  not,  owing  to  their  important  and  laborious 
avocations,  make  a  practice  of  attending  generally  every  election 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  Governor.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
chief  strength  of  the  Masonic  party,  with  few  exceptions  is  to  be 
found  in  the  towns  and  cities.  They  are  well  drilled,  and  from 
their  residence  near  the  place  of  voting,  can  be  brought  to  the  polls 
by  their  leaders  on  all  occasions.  Another  cause  of  embarrassment 
to  the  party,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  year,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  large  vote  given  to  the  Anti -masonic  ticket  in  1829.  When 
it  was  known  that  50,000  votes  had  been  polled  for  the  anti-masonic 
candidate  without  much  organization  or  pre-concert;  and  when  that 
vote  was  shortly  after  followed  by  the  glorious  victory  obtained  in 
the  Allegheny  Congressional  district,  a  great  portion  of  the  party 
was  disposed  to  think  the  victory  complete,  and  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  further  exertion.  They  were  lulled  into  a  false  repose, 
nor  was  the  deceitful  confidence  in  their  own  strength  disturbed  by 
their  wily  enemy.  The  difficulty  of  establishing  and  supporting 
free  presses,  till  within  a  short  time  before  the  election  of  1830,  in 
many  counties,  also  prevented  the  advancement  of  anti-masonry. 
There  were,  to  be  sure,  many  presses  established  and  in  action  in 
the  fall  of  that  year,  but  most  of  them  had  been  in  operation  too  short 
a  time,  and  with  too  slender  a  support  before  the  election  to  have 
much  effect  on  the  vote  of  their  respective  districts. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks  the  result  of  the  election  of 
1830,  shows  by  a  fair  calculation  an  actual  increase  of  from  12  to 
15000  Anti -masonic  votes.  The  party  is  vigorous,  resolute,  and 
increasing.  Nothing  is  wanting  to  ensure  final  success,  but  that 
each  member  of  the  party  should  keep  constantly  before  him  the 
personal  responsibility  that  rests  upon  himself.  Let  him  be  true  to 
his  country,  and  to  himself, and  that  cause  which  has  for  its  object 
the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare,  as  well  as  individual  rights, 
must  essentially  be  triumphant. 

After  this  brief  review  of  the  course  of  Anti-masonry,  a  statement 
of  our  present  condition  and  prospects,  and  a  few  remarks  relative 
to  the  course  to  be  pursued  may  not  be  improper. 

Anti-masonry  is  now  well  understood.  Its  whole  principles  and 
objects  are  before  the  freemen  of  the  land.  That  portion  of  our 
citizens  who  embraced  its  creed  stands  before  the  commonwealth  as 
a  powerful,  and  regularly  organized  party.  They  became  Anti- 
masons  from  principle  and  after  maturely  weighing  the  arguments 
for  and  against  Masonry.  There  was  nothing  of  excitement  in 
their  conduct.  No  trials  for  masonic  murders  has  been  held  among 
them; — no  feelings  of  personal  friendship  for  the  murdered  had  led 
them  to  oppose  the  murderer.  All  has  been  done  soberly  cooly  and 
reasonably.  Having  thus  put  their  hands  to  the  plough,  they  must 
and  will  proceed  till  the  whole  land  be  treed  from  the  pollution  of 
Masonry.  They  will  not, — they  dare  not  look  back. 

In  looking  to  the  future  course  of  Anti-masonry  the  great  and 
more  immediate  points  necessary  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause 
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appear  to  be  the  gaining  of  a  majority  in  the  State  Legislature*  at  the 
coming  election,  and  placing  in  the  Governor’s  chair  a  man  free  to 
dispense  justice  to  all  his  fellow  citizens.  For  the  attainment  of 
both  these  desirable  ends  Anti-masonry  possesses  great  advantages. 
The  legislature  of  the  last  few  years  by  a  wild  and  extravagant  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money  have  involved  the  state  deeply  in 
debt,  and  burthened  the  people  with  unexampled  and  grievious 
taxation.  In  saying  this  it  is  not  intended  to  find  fault  with  the 
present  system  ot  internal  improvement  but  merely  with  the  im¬ 
provident  and  wasteful  manner  in  which  the  money  of  the  people 
has  been  squandered  to  accomplish  an  undertaking,  which  if  judi¬ 
ciously  and  economically  pursued,  all  would  acknowledge  to  be 
highly  useful,  and  profitable. — As  regards  success  at  the  next  Go¬ 
vernor’s  election,  the  Anti-masonic  party  occupy  advantageous 
ground  and  have  every  prospect  of  success.  By  that  time  all  the 
Anti-masonic  papers  will  have  had  their  full  effect  on  public  opinion. 
Bvery  portion  of  our  citizens  will  then  have  had  the  right  and  wrong- 
placed  fully  and  fairly  before  them,  and  when  this  is  done  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  result.  In  having  a  well  known  and  popular 
candidate  for  that  office,  one,  who  at  the  last  election  received  such 
a  large  vote  purely  on  Anti-masonic  grounds,  the  party  possess  an 
incalculable  advantage  over  their  opponents.  The  masonic  party, 
owing  to  the  sinking  state  of  their  cause,  and  to  the  weak  and  feeble 
course  of  the  man  whom  they  have  made  chief  magistrate  of  the 
Commonwealth,  are  doubtful  as  to  their  future  course.  They  know 
not  whom  they  can  oppose,  with  any  hope  of  success,  to  the  well 
known  Anti-masonic  candidate.  They  are  afraid  to  offend  the 
friends,  and  office  holders  o£,the  present  incumbent,  by  abandoning 
him;  while  his  enemies,  who  are  numerous  even  in  their  own  ranks, 
threaten  to  desert  if  he  be  retained. 

It  now  only  remains  to  point  if  possible  to  the  line  of  conduct 
which  may  for  the  future  insure  complete  success  to  our  cause; — 
and  a  very  few  remarks  will  suffice  on  this  subject.  To  destroy 
masonry  entirely,  it  is  only  necessary — 

1 .  That  every  Anti-mason  should  attend  the  elections.  Masonry 
is  political,  and  can  only  be  politically  opposed  at  the  election  win¬ 
dow.  This  course  is  taught  us  by  the  Masonic  party.  At  the  last 

,  election  it  is  well  known  that  hardly  any  of  that  party  were  absent 
from  the  polls,  while  thousands  of  Anti-masons  remained  at  home 
in  imaginary  security. 

2.  That  no  man  should  be  supported  for  any  office  who  is  not  a 
known  and  active  Anti-mason.  The  practice  of  all  former  political 
parties  justifies,  and  proves  the  necessity  of  this  rule. 

3  That  Anti-mas'onic  presses  should  be  established  in  counties 
where  at  present  there  arc  none;  and  that  such  papers  should  receive 
the  undivided  support  of  the  party.  Masons  adopt  this  rule,  and 
,  •  Anti-masons  should  learn  wisdom  even  from  their  enemies. 

4.  That  Anti-masons  should  in  all  cases  call  their  opponents  “the 
Masonic  party;”  because  there  is  in  reality  but  two  political  parties 
in  the  state.  Whon  Masonry  can  be  forced  to  fight  under  her  own 
black  banner,  the  victory  on  our  part  will  well  nigh  be  achieved. 

By  thus  proving  true  to  themselves,  and  closely  adhering  to  their 
principles,  Anti-masons,  under  the  smile  of  a  hitherto  approving 
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Providence  must  finally  succeed; — and  Masonry  with  her  pestilen¬ 
tial  breath  no  longer  be  suffered  to  poison  and  corrupt  the  pure  and 
healthful  atmosphere  of  republicanism. 


William  Piper, 
Samuel  Baldwin, 
John  Borrows, 
Wm.  W.  Irwin, 
J.  F.  Charles, 
John  Wolford, 


Isaac  Updegrove, 
Job  Perkins, 
Robert  Robinson, 
Moses  J.  Clarke, 
H.  L.  McConnell, 
Wm.  Maxwell, 


James  Cunningham,  James  Dickey, 
John  L.  Gubernator,  Thomas  Johnson, 
David  Gilleland,  jr.  James  Gordon, 
Samuel  Strait, 

Andrew  Watson,  jr. 

George  Watson, 


John  R.  Roseburg, 
Wm.  W.  Gibson, 
Levi  Markel, 
Albert  Smith, 
William  Line, 
Solomon  Whistler, 
Owen  Stover, 
James  Hutchinson, 
Samuel  Heister, 


Z,  McLenegan, 
Jonathan  Owen, 
John  Caldwell, 
John  Kirk, 

Jacob  Erb, 
Daniel  Stroh,  f 
George  Bennett, 
Nathan  Beach, 
James  Bell, 
Wm.  Eckert, 

H.  W.  Drinker, 
John  Weida, 


Abraham  Bombaugh,  Jesse  Grimm, 


Jacob  Ca3sel, 

Eli  P.  McGlathery, 
Wm.  Culbertson, 
Wm.  Sharon, 
George  W.  Lathy, 
W  ill*  F.  Junkin, 
Horatio  G.  Jones, 
Wm.  A.  Lloyd, 
Henry  Willis, 
Henry  Witmer, 
John  Clarke, 

John  Guest, 

Henry  Chorpening, 
John  Bell, 

George  Aurand, 
John  Witt, 

Benj.  S.  Stewart, 
Wm.  L.  Harris, 
Jonathan  Hough, 
Geo.  W.  Acheson, 
Wm.  Neil  son, 


John  M’Cord,  Printer ,  Harrisburg. 
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